
 

 

 

This Joint Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP) reviews the deaths of children aged 0-18 years, in order to learn 

lessons and share findings for the prevention of future deaths. This Joint CDOP aims to use the findings to make 

actions and recommendations to improve the health and safety of children across the area. From what we know the 

initiatives below will contribute to preventing the deaths of children/young people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREVENTING INJURIES & DEATHS IN CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE: December 2020 

Christmas Planning – Keep Safe 

Lots of families will be looking for bargains online this year due to shop closures and financial pressures caused by 

Covid-19, so we’re sharing tips to help you buy toys safely. If you are able to, then buy direct via the websites of 

well-known brand names. 

If you are buying from an online marketplace, enter a reputable brand name when you search for the toy you 

want, to be sure it’s safe. 

The number of dangerous toys sold online to unsuspecting families is on the increase - so it’s important to be extra 

cautious when buying Christmas presents this year. 

Dangers can include: 

 Magnets so strong they can burn through a child’s gut if swallowed 

 Long cords that can strangle a child 

 Dangerous levels of chemicals 

 Small parts that can choke or suffocate 

 Easy access to button batteries that can get stuck in a child’s food pipe, cause internal bleeding and even 

death. 

 Make sure you buy children's gifts for the correct age group and from reputable retailers, and ensure they 

comply to safety standards 

 Remember to buy batteries for toys that need them – that way you won't be tempted to remove batteries 

ffom smoke alarms 

 Keep decorations and cards away from fires and other heat sources such as light fittings and don't leave 

burning candles unattended 

 Remember, Christmas novelties and decorations are not toys and they do not have to comply with toy safety 

regulations - place them high up and out of reach of young hands 

 Give yourself enough time to prepare and cook Christmas dinner to avoid accidents that come from rushing, 

and wipe up any spills quickly 

 Have scissors handy to open packaging, so you're not tempted to use a knife, and have screwdrivers at the 

ready to assemble toys 

 Beware of trailing cables and wires in the rush to connect new gadgets and appliances, and always read the 

instructions 

 Falls are the most common accidents so try to keep clutter to a minimum and make sure stairs are well-lit and 

free from obstacles. 

 Plan New Year fireworks parties well in advance and follow the Firework Code 

 Do not drink and drive, and plan long journeys so you won't be driving tired. 



 

 

 

       

   

 

 

 


