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Aim 

Khyra Ishaq Case Study 

Improve Trust and Confidence within 

the communities which we serve 

through effective safeguarding. 

Share good practice. 

Learn the lessons from a challenging 

investigation. 
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Report of Child Death 

0544hrs - 17th May 2008 at 36 

Leyton Road, Handsworth. 

0620hrs – Child pronounced dead 

5 other children within household 

placed into Police Protection 

 

 

Incident 
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So why is this case different?  

Khyra Ishaq Case Study 

 

 Cause of death 

 Surviving children 

 Historical abuse – step father 

 Organisational processes 

 Mental Health 

 Community 
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Adults within the household 

Khyra Ishaq Case Study 

Step Father- Junaid Abuhamza (34yrs) 

 

 

 

 

Mother – Angela Gordon (36yrs) 
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Historical Abuse  

Khyra Ishaq Case Study 

 

 Junaid Abuhamza 

 Childhood experience  

 Reviews undertaken 

  

 

 

 Coroners file 

 Social Care files 
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Surviving Children  

Khyra Ishaq Case Study 

 

 5 Children - ages 12,11,9,8,4 

 Interviews 

 Children victims of abuse 

 Food 
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Surviving Children  
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 Schooling 

 Punishments 

 Exclusion 

 Development 

 

 

 



Serving our communities, 

protecting them from harm Khyra Ishaq Case Study 



Serving our communities, 

protecting them from harm Khyra Ishaq Case Study 

 Schools 

 Social Services 

 Education Otherwise 

 Police 

 Health Visitors 

 GP / Hospitals / Mental Health Trust 

 Housing 

 

  

 

 

Professionals 
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 Diverse / Transient 

 Language barriers 

 Lack of community  

 Closed door mentality 

  

 

 

Community 
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Mother 

 

15 Years custodial sentence for 

Manslaughter and 5 offences of child 

cruelty 

 Prohibited from working with children 

  

 

 

Findings 
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Step Father 

 

15 years custodial sentence for 

Manslaughter and 5 offences of child 

cruelty 

 IPP granted 

 Prohibited from working with children 

 

  

 

 

Findings 
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 Don’t be afraid to challenge 

 Remember the triggers DA / MH / DR 

 Remember siblings in the jigsaw 

 Decision / Rationale 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons 
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What do these little children 

all have in common? 
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What was the 
child saying to 

us!! 
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 Be professionally curious 

Think Sympathetically 

Be a compassionate cynic  

 A B C 

 GRIP 

Don’t be afraid to challenge 

  

 

 

What is my role? 
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West Midlands Police 

Any Questions? 


