
Definition of Trafficking: 

The Palermo Protocol 
The Protocol to prevent, suppress and punish trafficking in persons, especially women and 

children, supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized 

Crime (also know as the Palermo Protocol) is the internationally accepted definition of 

human trafficking. 

This Protocol (which is in force) was signed by the United Kingdom on 14 December 2000 

and ratified on 9 February 2006. It provides a definition of trafficking which has since 

become a widely accepted standard and used in other international instruments. It also 

outlines protection for victims. 

Article 3 of the Protocol defines trafficking as: 

(a) “Trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 

or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 

abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 

the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 

control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a 

minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, 

forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of 

organs; 

 

(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation set forth in 

subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the means set forth in 

subparagraph (a) have been used; 

 

(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose 

of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons” even if this does not involve any 

of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article; 

 

(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age. 

Trafficking breaks down into three elements: 

1. The act (what is done) 'Recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of 

persons'; 

2. The means (how it is done) 'Threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 

abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 

the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 

control over another person'; 

3. The purpose (why it is done) 'For the purpose of exploitation... Exploitation shall include, 

at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual 

exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or 

the removal of organs' (Note there is no requirement for the purpose to have been achieved, 

so a person who is rescued before exploitation occurs is still a victim of trafficking). 



The Palermo Protocol establishes children as a special case for whom only two components 

required - movement and exploitation - because a child can not give consent to being 

exploited, even if they are aware/agreeable to being moved. 

 


